Total born and piglets born alive in the first farrowing are good
indicators of sows’ lifetime performance in large Brazilian farms
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However, Total Born (TB) and Born Alive (BA)
piglets at first farrowing has a clear influence
on subsequent lifetime performance.

Introduction:
Total born piglets (TB) in the first farrowing
have been recently described as a reliable
indicator of sows’ lifetime performance in
southern EU farms.

The objective of this study is to analyze
this effect in large Brazilian swine farms
including other key productive indicators
such as total born piglets (TB),
born alive(BA) or stillborn (SB).

Figure 1: Effect of TB in Parity 1 on lifetime TB
25
P<0.01
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Materials and Methods:

Figure 2: Effect of TB in Parity 1 on lifetime BA
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A total of 4 Brazilian farms (14.727 productive
sows) were used and included in a single
database, including data from the first
farrowings occurred in the period 2005-2010
and the sows’ later lifetime performance, for
a total of 183.337 farrowings.
Linear effect between data in the first
farrowing and lifetime performance of sows
were assessed by REG procedure of SAS
(v 9.0).
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Conclusions:

Results:
SB piglets in Parity 1 is not a good lifetime
predictor. It must be remarked that if sows
that only had one parity (because of
reproductive problems) are excluded from
the analysis, the effect is not clear.
This means that the effect for SB is supported
by a number of problematic sows.
Groups
Effect
P
R2

All sows

Without sows that have
just one parity

<0.01

0.282

<0.01

0.0173

TB and BA piglets in first farrowing are a
good predictor of sows’ lifetime
performance in large Brazilian swine farms.
SB in P1 is not a good lifetime predictor.
Focusing on getting a good first farrowing
and adjust culling policy to TB and BA
could be a good framework to improve
reproductive performance.
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